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Ctrip Group Signs Strategic Agreement 
with Russian Agency AVIA CENTER


Moscow,  26  June, 2019 – Ctrip, the largest online travel agent in both China and Asia signed a strategic partnership agreement with the Russian agency <AVIA CENTER>. This agreement was made under the framework of developing Russian-Chinese economic cooperation through forging relationships that are both dynamic and mutually beneficial across all economic sectors.
[bookmark: _Hlk11943336]	Within the framework of this agreement, Ctrip and AVIA CENTER agreed on long-term cooperation in the implementation of modern technologies in the market of air-ticket services and related services and products both in the Russian and in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) markets.
[bookmark: _Hlk11943390]Built on the basis of both traditional and new Internet technologies, this joint collaboration will focus on the development and sharing of mutually enriching experiences, skills, inventories, products and development to ensure that Ctrip and AVIA CENTER remain high in quality and customer-oriented. 
[bookmark: _Hlk11943543]Ctrip, as minority shareholder shall have significant rights to participate in strategic decision-making on joint venture development, product line, network and partnership programs development. 
[bookmark: _Hlk11943610]Director General of «AVIA CENTER» Sergey Bogachev, who will continue to perform his duties, said, “We have been cooperating with Ctrip.com  for more than 4 years. We  have since established ourselves as a reliable partner, providing not only high-quality content from the Russian market, but also a high level of service. We are sincerely glad that within the framework of significantly improving Russian-Chinese relations, we have managed to find a strategic partner in our business represented by such a large  international travel partner- Ctrip. We are confident that all parties shall benefit from this partnership.”
Ctrip shall continue to obtain Russian content at the best prices for their international outreach in Russia. Ctrip and «AVIA CENTER» will gain access to leading online technologies for selling air tickets, hotels and other travel services. In addition, due to the participation of Chinese party in capital, «AVIA CENTER» will possess the additional financial resources for development of its network, product software, new technological solutions and business approaches.   
Xiong Xing of Ctrip Group Flight CEO and Trip.com CEO said, “Russia is  a key market for Ctrip’s international outreach. By collaborating with AVIA CENTER, we will benefit from their local knowledge and expertise. This is crucial for our own development.  AVIA CENTER has been a valuable partner for many years and we have confidence that this strategic partnership will strengthen both organizations in local market. 



About Ctrip.com International, Ltd. 

Ctrip.com International, Ltd. is a leading provider of online travel and related services, including accommodation reservation, transportation ticketing, package tour and in-destination services, corporate travel management, and other travel related services. It enables business and leisure travellers to make informed and cost-effective bookings by aggregating comprehensive travel related information and offering its services through an advanced transaction and service platform consisting of its mobile apps, Internet websites and centralized, toll-free, 24-hour customer service center. The family of travel brands mainly includes: Ctrip, the largest online travel agency in terms of gross merchandise value and the best-known travel brand in China; Qunar, a leading online travel agency in China; Trip.com, an online travel agency for global consumers; and Skyscanner, a leading global travel search site. Since its inception in 1999, Ctrip Group has experienced substantial growth and become one of the largest travel service providers in the world.

About «AVIA CENTER»
LLC «AVIA CENTER» was found in 2005 by Alexander Grigoriev and Sergey Bogachev.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Currently is one of the largest Agency for sale of air tickets in Russia. 

For further information, please contact:

International PR
Ctrip.com International, ltd.
Tel: (+86) 21 3406 4880 ext 196455
Email: Pr@ctrip.com
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